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Which way?
I really quite looking at
maps. I especially like
looking at atlases and
road maps. For me the
sat-nav just drives me
crazy. Why would I use
a sat-nav when I can
study a map, see a
place, see where it is
near to and work out
how to get there?
When I am planning a
journey I tend to be
thinking about how I can
get to the destination as
quickly as possible. But
some people are more
relaxed than I am and
they like to plan a route
which means they can
take in and see as much
as possible on the way.

There’s something really
positive about that way
of approaching it.

achieving whatever
target they have set for
themselves.

In life, people often
have some ambition or
target that they are
setting themselves.
They know what they
want to achieve or
where they want to be
in x number of years
time.

It is my firm belief, from
my own experience and
seeing the experiences
of others, that a faith in
Jesus not only helps us
to know where we are
going in life, but also
helps us with the
journey.

Again, some of those
people are very forthright in their thinking
and they just want to do
what they need to do to
get there as quickly as
possible. Whilst others
might take a more
relaxed journey and
enjoy the process of

This autumn we are
running a couple of
Alpha Courses again,
where people can find
out more about Jesus in
a totally non-pressured
way. Whilst this may
only be a tiny detour on
some people’s journeys

it can be a really
worthwhile one.
They will be running
after the breakfast on a
Tuesday morning and
during the Sunday
evening service slot.
Both include food. If
you would like to find
out more about the
Alpha Course or sign up
then please do contact
the parish office.
Rev Paul Cumming

This year we are joined in
church by friends from
Chelwood Baptist Church.
As always food donations for
harvest will go to Chelwood
Foodbank. Please do give
generously to this great and
important work for needy
people in our local area.

Group Reports
Having a baby and watching our children grow can be one of the
greatest joys but also greatest responsibilities of our lives. Many
parents want to celebrate the birth of the child or simply who they
are in some way. The Church of England has 2 different services for
parents who want to do so. There is the Baptism Service and there
is the Service of Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child. The second
one might seem like a really long title, but both of those services
are very special in their own ways. But, why have 2?
Traditionally most children in England were baptised into the Christian faith, as their parents promised to
bring them to Church and to know Jesus at those baptism services. Those promises were almost always
kept as those parents went to Church with their children, or at the very least sent them off to Sunday
School on a Sunday afternoon. But, over time many people stopped going to Church and yet they still
wanted their children baptised; even though they would not keep the promises to take their children to
Church or to know Jesus.
The Church of England seeks to be welcoming to the people of the parish and so we have another service
for such families. This is the Thanksgiving Service. Parents who choose this service either want to let
their children make up their own minds about baptism when they are old enough or they want to have a
significant and special service of celebration, without making what would be empty promises on their
behalf. We greatly respect the integrity of such parents.
If you would like to have either a special service for your children then come along to a family service
(usually 10:00 on the first Sunday of the month) and the vicar will be glad to chat with parents
considering this afterwards, and give you more details.

What’s on?

TUES 10th, 17th & 24th Sep

WED 11th, 18th & 25th Sep

THURS 12th, 19th & 26th Sep

FRI 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th Sep

THURS 26th Sep

(Next takes place 10th October)

Ladies Social Night
takes place on 4th Sep
Ladies Bible Study meets
10am on 5th and 19th Sep
Home Groups for Bible
study and prayer meet
in different homes on
11th and 25th Sep

New or Visiting?
First Time Here?

Next Steps

If it’s your first time here then welcome! It’s great to have you with us.
Here are a few short notes that you might find helpful.

We are all on a journey through life,
and our faith is no different.
Depending upon where you are on
your journey with God here are some
’Next Steps’ you could take

Relax - You’re our guest, so make yourself at home. If there is anything
that you would like to know then ask a member of the Welcome Team.
Sign the kids in - The Welcome Team can show you where to take your
children. Sometimes we are all in church together, but on other weeks…
Pre- School; you choose! Either stay in the service (don’t worry about
noise) OR use our Crèche Room at the back of church. Ages 3+; Sunday
School meet in rooms at the end of the hall, down the ramp. All leaders
have proper DBS checks.

COMMIT YOUR LIFE TO CHRIST
Commit to follow Jesus today!

Fill in a Communication Card - Drop it in the box on the Welcome
Desk in the foyer or give it to the service leader on the way out. Please
use it to ask questions, offer feedback or request prayer.

DECLARE YOUR FAITH
THROUGH BAPTISM
If you feel you’ve made a commitment
to God but have never been baptised,
then this could be a great step for you.

We don’t expect guests to give - For those who are members or
regular attenders of our churches there is usually an offering, but we
don’t ask our guests for any money.

RE-COMMIT TO CHRIST
It’s never too late for a fresh start with
faith.

Hang around afterwards - Come and join us for a cup of tea or fresh
coffee, and for a chat.

JOIN A HOMEGROUP
If you’re not in one, there are a number
of groups that meet in homes
throughout the week to get to know
each other better, look at the Bible
and pray together.

Prayer Ministry - If you would like somebody to pray with you about
something for yourself or somebody that you know then there are people
who would love to do so after the service. Please make yourself known to
the service leader

BE PART OF THE MISSION
There are lots of ways you can use your
gifts to serve God, his Church and the
wider community.

We have a Loop System - Switch your hearing aid to T-coil.
You might find it useful to sit towards the middle.

We will be running Alpha Courses again in the autumn. More details are available from the parish office.
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